Today SLIS is in the College of Education and Psychology and offers a Bachelor of Science in LIS; an MLIS; a supplemental school library media specialist endorsement; a graduate certificate in archives and special collections; a graduate certificate in youth services and literature; and dual master's degree programs in history, anthropology, and political science. SLIS offered its first hybrid library training courses the mid-90s and, several years later, offered one of the first online MLIS programs. This is now a fully online MLIS program, and is one of only a few offered in the United States.
SLIS will be commemorating the occasion with a number of events, including a special presentation at the fall meeting of the Mississippi Library Association. SLIS is also planning a special commemorative issue of SLIS Connecting, the department's indexed journal. An article about the history of the department will be submitted to Mississippi Libraries. The department is also preparing a Web page that will include an illustrated timeline.
LISSA and the Southern Miss Student Archivists' Association (SMSA) will also be preparing an oncampus display commemorating the event. The display will include items relating to the history of the university's library and information science courses, the campus libraries, and the history of modern librarianship in general. The display will include many pieces from Dr. Griffis' personal collection of artifacts relating to library history; among his rarest pieces are copies of manuals and textbooks from some of the first American library schools, ca. 1880s-90s.
You are invited to contribute suggestions and ideas for other events. Please contact Dr. Griffis (matthew.griffis@usm.edu) or Dr. Welsh (teresa.welsh@usm.edu) for details. 
